DIRECf CONVERSATIONS                        393
willingly put his own proposal aside for the moment. "I
entirely agree," he telegraphed to Goschen, "that direct
exchange of views between Austria and Russia is the most
preferable method of all, and as long as there is a prospect
of that taking place I would suspend every other sugges-
tion. ... It will no doubt relieve the tension and make the
situation less critical."79
What were these "direct conversations" between Sazonov
and Szapary at St. Petersburg which originated simultane-
ously and moved parallel with Grey's conference proposal,
and were partly responsible for its being dropped?
DIRECT CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN VIENNA AND
ST.  PETERSBURG,   JULY  26-28
It is said by most writers that it was Sazonov who
originated the attempt to find a peaceful solution of the
crisis by direct negotiations between St. Petersburg and
Vienna.80 As a matter of fact, the idea had occurred to
Sir Edward Grey at the outset, but had been put aside
and lost to sight. It was the German Ambassador in St.
Petersburg, Count Pourtales, who was really responsible for
bringing this peace proposal into practical operation.
On Sunday morning, July 26, after the break-up of the
maneuvers at Krasnoe Selo and the other military de-
cisions on the preceding afternoon,81 Count Pourtales and
M. Sazonov happened to meet on the platform of the rail-
79 July 28, 4:00 P.M., BD., 218. Nicolson also, "puzzled by the
fresh proposals which Sazonov makes almost daily," believed his last
proposal to open up conversations direct with Vienna "seems the best
procedure" (letter to Buchanan, July 28; B.D., 239); see also above,
at notes, 1-9.
so Cf. Headlam, pp. 107, 117; Oman, p. 51. This is also stated by
Paleologue to Bienvenu-Martin, July 27, (F.Y.B., 54) and is implied
by Buchanan to Grey, July 27, (BIX, 179); but cf. Buchanan to Grey,
July 29 (B.D., 271, suppressed from BJ3JB.): Sazonov "does not wish
reference to be made to the fact that it was at the suggestion of the
German Ambassador that he had proposed direct conversation with
Austria."                                                 8^See above, ch. vi, last part.